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Credit System - Individual schedule choices.
No regular grading system- Students vary in age,

Four 90 minute periods instead of six 45
minute perlods (extra 1.5 hrs),

Two courses - " Indlividualization” and
"International Cultures”,

Specialized subjects available,

About Our School

We study with students who are of different ages.

Many Students have special abilities,
Many students voluntarily organize school events,
We can choose from among 196 subjects,
There are a lot of foreign & returnee students,
We can choose to study 6 different languages,
Facilities In our school are very good,
We dont wear uniforms,

There are many students at our school who come
from or have lived in foreign countries such as
America, Germany, China, Singapore, Peru,
Malaysia, and Vietnam. Many are from America so
they can of course speak English very well. Other
students like Han-Ni, for example, comes from
Myanmar. Most can speak Japanese very well and
I have heard several times students talking to each
other in foreign languages like English, Chinese
and Spanish. Therefore we can choose to study a
variety of languages such as Spanish, German,
French, Chinese and Korean. In fact | studied

Spanish last year.

Facilities in our school are very good. We have air
conditioners, a cafeteria, a big library, three
computer rooms, an auditorium and an indoor
swimming pool. As it is a ten story building we also
have elevators. There isn't a single teacher’s room
but rather, our teachers have individual faculty
rooms for each subject. We don't wear uniforms and
we may keep our shoes on throughout the school

building except in some classrooms.

English Day Camp

We have a special event called the “English Day Camp” at our school. Any student can take part in the
day camp voluntarily. Last October/November, about 30 students got together for the two day camp. We
learned about global issues in the world such as poverty, pollution, war and fair trade, the whole program
was conducted completely in English. It was so hard to discuss these issues with each other in English

however we learned a lot through participating in this event.

We have numerous challenges facing our

Current Educational Challegenges

education system here in Japan today.
Problems y P Y

po Some of these challenges are;
assroom Collapse

Youth Marals & Behavior
Disparity between rich & poor

Classroom Collapse

Youth Morals and Behavior

Euying saates & ramades Disparity between the Rich and the Poor

Solutions Bullying-Causes and Remedies

Manfori Propies. - oder shalwats Scalr g oo tetune A couple of ideas that we have for solving some

Positive parenting program - Help parents with strategies

i shuderi” bobitas of these problems are;




Mentoring Programs — Older students assisting younger students

Positive Parenting Programs — To help parents by providing strategies for them to improve their

children’s behavior and promote greater family harmony.

These are a few of the challenges at schools in Japan these days, however, we'd like to focus on how to

improve the current education system which hasn't adjusted to the Globalization of the Japanese society.

TOPICS

1. Elementary school Education
Z. Junior high school Education

Now we shall give our presentation,
3. Enfrance Examination for High school 9 P

please listen.
4. High school Education

5. Education & Entrance Exam for University
b. Better Teachers

7. Conclusion

We are now going to talk about the education

system in Elementary schools. Education in _
Element School

1. Low Knowledge of Japanese culfure,

Japan has been criticized for many things.

Today we’d like to focus on two serious problems
2. Low English sKills despite grammar Knowledge,

d K h ab diti | From 1st o 3rd Grade
0 not know much about traditiona Japanese Students .'l'l‘l.ld".‘ Ja se culture,

which we have to solve soon. First the students

culture and what knowledge they do have is d+h Grade
Introduction to English, (Basic)

Reading books  Waiching Movies

decreasing. Secondly, numerous students have

been studying English for years but many of n

ying Eng y! y Sishiais Stories In English!
them still cannot speak English understandably 5+h Grade bth Grade
or follow an English conversation. To help solve Today's Japanese Culture - Forelign Culture

these problems, we would like to propose a new English Brainstorming, Debates, Social problems

system of education.

First, it is necessary to learn traditional Japanese culture in the 1st to 3rd grades, via a new subject
called “Traditional Japanese culture”. We think the reason why the young generation does not have
knowledge about our culture is that they don't have the opportunities to learn and experience what kind
of unique traditions we have. Therefore, offering this subject will give students an opportunity to keep in
touch with Japanese culture more.

Secondly, in order to speak English more fluently, we have to study” Basic” English before Junior
High School. Thus, in our proposal English classes should be introduced in the 4th grade. Their purpose is
to cultivate and develop English speaking ability only Therefore, we should not learn grammar at first;
we should focus on the functional expressions of daily life.

We cultivate our English further by reading books and watching movies or cartoons which are in
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“easy” English and concentrating initially on stories we know in Japanese such as Snow White, Sleeping

beauty, Cinderella etc.

In 5th grade we propose that the “Traditional Japanese Culture” class be replaced by a

“Contemporary Japanese Culture” class, in order to learn about the modern “Foreign Cultures” class to

get to know foreign cultures and attain a more global perspective. The English classes in the 5th and 6th

grade should be completely done in English. This would not be a lecture class but an oral class and the

teachers must get the students in a situation in which they have no choice but to speak in English.

Lessons
Three times a week

Japanese Maths
English

Oral Communication Class

Twice a week
Social Studies
Science

|
--'\/|_ ”
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more, —

< They need to =
Grammar Class, Reading Ciass,_____\_:. )
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In junior high school, we think students
should study English, Japanese and Math
three times a week and they should do
Science and Social Studies twice a week.
Moreover, English classes should be divided
into three separate fields, one of these
would be “Grammar” and the other two
would be “Reading” and “Oral
Communication”. We feel that students
should be made to read books in English as
soon as possible because Japanese people

can't speak English and students need to

talk or discuss in English such topics as; international problems and cultures of foreign countries.

Therefore students won't only take written tests but also they would have oral tests.

High School

(Entrance Exam)
The FIRST half

Discussion & Personal Interview

" All schools should do it.
The SECOND half

Achievement Test & Personal Interview

Don't judge only written Knowledge!!

Next we will show you a way to improve
the senior high school entrance exams in
Kanagawa. Actually there are currently
two parts to the entrance exam system.
Because of compulsory education until
junior high school, students must study
basic knowledge very hard. So we think
they need to take an achievement test.
In addition, students should have
personal interviews, because senior high
schools shouldn'’t decide based only on the

students’ written knowledge.

Currently some schools use composition tests or presentations and so on, but we think it's necessary

to have a “discussion test” in all schools, because teachers can see their ability, character, attitude and

compatibility more easily. For example, in an “Industrial School” they may discuss Japanese robots, in

this way there will be different characteristics for different schools.



Club Subjects Events

activities

. 3

Request o High Schools

Each school has its own special characteristics,

We hope all schools have equal opportunities,

Dividing classes for raising scholastic ability,

We do not think it is good that school
levels are divided among senior high
schools. We think we should not care
about the level of senior high schools
scholastic ability, because each senior
high school must have its own
individuality. The important thing is
that a junior high school student
chooses a senior high school based on a
variety of factors rather than purely

for its scholastic ability.

However a drop in scholastic

may become a problem if we get rid of the difference in levels of senior high schools completely. Therefore,

we have thoughts of a solution to improve this rating system. It is a way of dividing “classes” according to

the level of the students instead of dividing the school and many schools have already put this idea into

practice. Not dividing schools, but dividing the classes inside the school may raise a sense of healthy

rivalry among students and this can bring about an improvement in scholastic ability.

We think a higher level of English is
demanded in senior high schools because we
have learned Basic English for about three years
at junior high school. In addition, it is important
that we communicate in English during the
lesson even if the lesson is not Oral
Communication. Nowadays, students don’t think
Oral Communication is so important because it
is not required for the University entrance
exams. They think that only English 1 or 2, in
which they teach mostly grammar, are
important for them to learn.

English Lessons
In High School

A lot of schools don't think
Oral Communication is necessary,

ety
= Why?7 =
[t
It isn't used for entrance exams,

Do you think this situation is right?
Maybe if you study only Grammar or Reading.

Of course it is really important for those students who are thinking about the university entrance

examinations.

On the other hand, we learn to communicate with people around the world in OC. Therefore, aside

from the entrance exams, we believe that Oral Communication is an extremely important class for the

present English education. When you stand on the big stage, for example, work in the international

society, do you think that you will use only what you have learned in English 1 or 2? We think that

English for communication is more important that English for an entrance exam.




i B ® >3 e : Problems
Jniversii 7 ."'-":]TJOHHI&PUb- 1. To gain entry, almost all the public
Subject range for exams are to broad. universities require a good result in the

| “National Center Examination”, called
Tailor subjects o students chosen field

Senta-Shiken. This National Center
Mot only study for entrance exams in high school, Examination requires a broad range of

Respect "A0 fest” mol:'e than the “Center Exam” knowledge, so high school students have to

spend a lot of time studying to get a good

Students want to enter, but some of them drop out, total score. Because of this wide range of

subjects, students don't have very much

Make it harder o graduate.

time to study each subject deeply.

2. As soon as students pass through a Senior High School gate, they have to start thinking about which
University they should go to. Therefore, students should definitely study for most of their High School
life.

3. To pass the entrance examination is always a hard competition and many students drop out. Every one
has the same desire to study, but only some of them can study in the University that they want to.
Moreover, this competition puts students under a lot of pressure. Actually, studying should be fun, but

because of this added pressure, students cannot enjoy studying.

This is Our Proposition to rectify this problem

Entrance examinations should be given from suitable subjects of the faculty which students want to
study in. We should cut down the number of subjects from the exam, therefore, High School students will
be able to study more specifically and would have more time to do other activities such as; sports,
volunteer work, outdoor activities and even housework. We think that the various experience and
knowledge gained from activities make our life richer.

We hope Universities will put more value on the “Admissions Office (AO) Examination”, rather than
this competitive “Center Examination”. We also think that intense competition to get into University is
nonsense and instead of making entrance examinations harder, making graduation from University more
difficult would be more effective. Then University students will be encouraged to study really hard for

themselves.

We think it is necessary to make the English teacher employment examination more difficult to pass,
because we have heard that some Japanese English teachers can not communicate well in English with
their foreign Assistant Language Teachers (ALTS).

In fact, English classes at Junior and Senior High schools in Japan tend to focus on grammar rather
than Oral Communication as we previously mentioned.

Of course, grammar is important, however we think the most important thing is to communicate with
people with different cultures by using English as a communication tool. Therefore, we believe that

improving teacher quality leads to a better quality in English students communicative ability.
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So, how should we make the English

tter Teachers!

teachers employment examination

To make becoming an English teacher more difficult! more difficult or better? We would like

to suggest adopting the following three
IMPORTANCE

To communicate with people in English,

tests. These are discussion,
presentation and an essay, all
Employment Exam obviously in English. The current

English teacher employment
All in English!! » Discussion,

Presentation . ) I
and Essay interview and essay test, but it is

examination of Kanagawa includes

mostly carried out in Japanese.

We are sure that these three examinations will help create more capable English teachers. We also feel
that we would need to establish a training center where successful applicants learn how to teach at school
in a professional way to avoid classroom collapse, by demonstrating better classroom management skills.

English is a tool to communicate with people all over the world and therefore we need to know about
current global issues such as; poverty, wars, religions and nationalism. So would-be English teachers

would also be required to broaden and deepen their knowledge of those critical worldwide problems.

Firstly increased English speaking ability
makes students more active in social
problems. Therefore, they will be able to

Learning to speak English from the 4" grade. work more productively in a international

society. Consequently we recommend
Eliminating discrimination between high schools, starting English communication classes in

More effective teachers via more difficult examinations, the 4th grade and these classes should be

formed so as to be classes that encourage

Center Examination,

ability. To achieve this, students would
have to study more by themselves and have greater curiosity about many things. Furthermore, we have

to realize the importance of our Japanese culture.

Secondly, in each of the high schools, scholastic ability should be equal and the school’s prestige should
be demonstrated by its own individuality. Therefore, this would help to eliminate discrimination between
schools.

Thirdly, we feel that the teacher’s employment examination should be more difficult to pass and there
should also be more focus on their ability to communicate effectively in English.

Finally, universities should put more value on the Admissions Office examination rather than the
competitive Center examination. Moreover, instead of making the entrance examination harder, to make
graduation more difficult would be more effective. Consequently, students will study really hard for

themselves.
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Education is not only studying. We have to make schools more enjoyable and meaningful for all

students.
Thank You For
Listening to our
Presentation.
CALL
ASTE 150 2007 11 17

Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL)

40 (Bax, 2003; Levy, 1997)
(1) CALL 2 CALL
3)
CALL 4)
CALL
CALL
CALL
® CALL
e LL AV
® CALL
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4 CALL
CALL CALL

Kern (2006) CALL Levy
(1997) Egbert (2005)

® Computer-assisted language learning (CALL) may be defined as “the search for and study of applications of the
computer in language teaching and learning.” (Levy, 1997, p. 1)

® CALL means learners learning language in any context with, through, and around computer technologies. (Egbert,
2005, p. 4)

2 10 CALL
CALL CALL
Kern CALL 10

Wikipedia

® Computer-assisted language learning (CALL) is an approach to teaching and learning in which the computer and
computer-based resources such as the Internet are used to present, reinforce and assess material to be learned. It
usually includes a substantial interactive element. It also includes the search for and the investigation of applications
in language teaching and learning.

http://wikipedia.org/

interactive CALL CALL

CALL

CALL
(Bax, 2003; Chun, 2007; Jung, 2002, 2005; Warshauer & Healey, 1998)
CALL 3
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1 Structural and Behavioristic CALL (1970s-1980)

CALL
2 Off-computer Communicative (Post-behavioristic) CALL (1980s-1990)
CALL
(off-computer) CALL
3 Integrative CALL (late 20th or 21st century)
CALL
(CMC:
computer-mediated communication) LMS (learning management
system)
3
3 CALL CALL
2007
CALL 95% 80%
CALL
CALL 1 2
CALL
CALL
CALL
CALL
® Skype

CMC (computer-mediated communication)
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socio-cultural theory

ESL (English as a Second

Language) EFL (English as a Foreign Language)

http://www.skype.com

® YouTube

authentic
http://www.youtube.com/
°
however
however
CALL
® iPod (MP3 Players)
iPod iPod MP3
iPod Podcast
iPod
pdf
iPod

http://www.apple.com/jp/itunes/store/podcasts.html

® Moodle Learning Management System

15



Moodle LMS

http://moodle.org/

® PowerPoint

PowerPoint
PowerPoint
iPod
7 CALL
CALL CALL
CALL
CALL
CALL
CALL
CALL

CALL
(Hubbard and Levy, 2006; Jamieson and Chapelle, 2008; Luke and Britten, 2006)
McAvinia (2006)

CALL
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CALL

CALL
CALL
CALL

CALL CALL

(Chapelle, 1997, 1998, and 2003; Hegelheimer and Chapelle, 2000)
CALL

CALL
CALL
CALL CALL
CALL
CALL CALL
CALL
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